BACKED   CHRONOLOGY.                            Gl-j

III. Sinite IiseCj hand motliafatu,

Sublalis apeiire dolls.                   Virgil.

The seeds of decay In. our established Churches especially,

have been long since sown, and seem now to be ripening fast to
maturity.

Tiiose early pillars of Protestantism, the immortal Jewel',

WhUgifi, Hooker? and Mede, foresaw, and deprecated the fatal
effects of the spoliation of ecclesiastical property, by the Crown
and the Laity, which disgraced the beginnings of the Reforma-
tion In the days of Henry VIII. and first days of Queen Eliza-
beth. (See the foregoing article on the maintenance of the
Church.)

Since then* time, the alienation of that branch of the ecclesias-
tical revenues, appropriated to the building and repairs of Pa-
rish Churches, has occasioned a great dearth of such, to keep
pace with the increasing population of the country. " My PEO-
PLE are destroyed for lack of knowledge" (Hos. iv. 6.) And
for want of Churches, for the poorer classes especially., to whom
public worship Is most necessary, to supply the defects of their
education, private chapels, meeting houses, and conventicles,
have encreascd to a prodigious degree; and to such, not only
the lower classes eagerly flock, but too many of the upper also,
fond of novelties.

The commendable Indulgence of the Government to freedom
of religious opinion In tliisfree country, gave rise to the Tolera-
tion Acts of 1st of William and Mary, and 19th of George ILL
for licensing dissenting teachers, merely upon taking the oaths
of allegiance and supremacy, and signing the declarations, before
the general or quarter sessions. But this indulgence has been
grievously abused of late years, by adhering to the letter of
these acts; persons of the descriptions of blacksmiths, cJtimney
sweepers, taylors, carpenters, weavers, excommunicated clergy-
men, &c. without education, or learning, religion, or morals,
ignorant and profligate men, tired of the laborious professions to
which they had been bred, and eager to practise the easier trade
of imposing on the credulity of the vulgar, and to be exempt
from serving in the Militia, have obtruded themselves, pre-
sumptuously and self-appointed, into the sacred functions of the

calypse.   We consider it as the glory of this work to have brought him from the shade to

public view, and admiration and imitation.
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